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Community TV Network:

Promotes positive self-images among underrepresented youth by providing a platform for
self-representation and means for dissemination to large audiences, encouraging them to
overcome the realities of poverty, inequality, and injustice

Stimulates youth development, cultivating critical thinking, interpersonal and leadership
skills, strengthening literacy, and fostering the development of strong work habits and real
world skills

Empowers youth to articulate their own truths, to seek and develop independent
perspectives, and to involve their communities in solving the issues that matter to them
most

Engages underserved youth in quality, sequential technology and arts training, and
teaches them to apply this training to explore positive values and attitudes through creative
expression

2016 Highlights and Achievements

Hard Cover: Voices and Visions of Chicago’s Youth” CTVN’s award winning, youth-produced TV
show, just completed its 29th year, and remains the longest-running show of its kind.

CTVN served a total of 515 youth at our Youth Media Center and at 10 satellite locations
throughout Chicago.



Twenty-five new episodes of CTVN’s award-winning, youth-produced TV program, Hard Cover,
were broadcast in both Chicago and New York City, Philadelphia at Philly Cam and at St. Paul
Neighborhood Network. It is on also on Televue, an online service for cable.

The video, “My Hood; Humboldt Park,” exceeded 42,753 views, leading to a CTVN/YouTube
revenue sharing partnership.

Total upload views for videos on CTVN’s YouTube page exceeded 228,571.

In partnership with the Alternative Schools Network, CTVN held the Ninth Annual Chicago Youth
Community Film Festival: A Reel Look at Their Neighborhoods at the Chicago Cultural Center
Claudia Cassidy Theatre in May of 2016, celebrating the work of students at eight partnering
alternative schools satellite locations.

CTVN's video “Das Ich” was accepted as part of the CIMM Fest Video Festival .

CTVN youth-produced videos were shown at more than 30 community screenings in
neighborhoods throughout the city.

PROMOTE

“Working with CTVN was more than working with others in a professional environment. CTVN was
like my second family who motivated me to do well and exceed expectations. People like them
make me the person that | am today, a college student.” Torriano Johnson, Senior Executive
Producer

Left: Students hard at work at
the Youth Connections

. Leadership Academy. Photo
. by Vedran Residbegovic.

EMPOWER

“CTVN has changed me in a lot of ways. | learned so much about making documentaries that now |
want to study film when | go to college. They taught me how to work well in a group, they inspired
me to stand up for what | believe, and they gave me the courage to speak my mind,” Leatrice



Harris, Executive Producer

CTVN Youth Media Center Programs

Hard Cover: Voices and Visions of Chicago’s Youth - Cable TV Show and Youtube Channel
Fout Hard Cover youth staff curated and produced 25 new episodes of our award-winning,
youth-produced TV show Hard Cover: Voices and Visions of Chicago’s Youth. This show
completed its 29th season last year, making it the longest-running show if its kind in the U.S. Hard
Cover was aired twice each week on CANTV 19 in Chicago, on Manhattan Neighborhood
Network’s Youth Channel in New York as well as Phillycam in Philadelphia and, St. Paul
Neighborhood Network in Minnesota.

After-School Apprenticeships

In collaboration with After School Matters, we provided two after-school apprenticeship programs at
our Youth Media Center. Youth participate as either apprentices or advanced apprentices during
ten-week fall and spring terms, with a stipend paid to those who successfully complete the
program. Our apprenticeship program engaged 60 young people who gained valuable after school
on-the-job experience while learning valuable technical and soft skills.

STIMULATE

“CTVN became a second home to me after a while, especially since the bonds you establish with
coworkers is more than just “you do your job I'll do mine,” it's a real team and a great friendship.
Working with everyone there was a truly worthwhile experience,” Teal Williams, Senior Executive
Producer.

CTVN Satellite Programs

Alternative High School Programs

We continued our successful partnership with Alternative Schools Network, offering in-school
media arts programs at 11 locations throughout the city. From Rogers Park in the north to Chatham
in the south to Austin on the city’s west side, CTVN programs engaged more than 430 youth who
had dropped out of High School. Our alternative school programs gave students the opportunity to
exercise their creativity in an interdisciplinary atmosphere while earning credit toward graduation.
The amazing body of work produced by youth in these programs was put on display at the ninth
annual Chicago Youth Community Film Festival at the Chicago Cultural Center.



Above: Students at Winnie Mandela High School pose for a group photo during their in-school program. Below: Students
at Winnie Mandela learning how to use professional video and sound equipment. Photos by Chris Rose.

Summer Intensive Program

For six weeks in the summer, we empowered youth through an intensive video training program at
Chatham Academy, Community TV Network’s Youth Media Center, Julian High School, Houston
High School, Marine Leadership Academy and Antonio Pantoja High School. Youth participants
attended six-hour sessions, four times per week throughout July and August. Among the
completed videos was “Police Brutality” - a short, interview based video where students and school
staff share their view on police brutality; how are they affected by it if at all, and how could the
situation be improved.






